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DISCUSSION
• Unique niche
• Different constitutions per 

vulvar anatomical location 
• Vaginal, cutaneous and 

intestinal commensals
• Low individual study quality

• 10 studies included
• Recommendations:

• Longitudinal, case- and 
location-controlled studies

• Standardisation of lifestyle 
factors 

• Shotgun metagenomic 
methods

CONCLUSION
• First vulvar microbiome review
• No information on 

(pre)malignant vulvar diseases
• Potential for disease elucidation 

and drug target development

INTRODUCTION
• Suggested interplay between 

microbiome & disease
• Vulvar microbiome of vulvar pre-

malignant diseases unknown

OBJECTIVE
• To summarise studies to the 

vulvar microbiome composition 
in health and disease

METHODS
• PRISMA guidelines 
• Culture-independent vulvar 

microbiome studies
• Study quality assessment
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